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Local FSA office means the county of-
fice of the Farm Service Agency serv-
ing the county or combination of coun-
ties in the area in which the land-
owner’s farm or ranch is located;

Manageable unit means a part of a
field that could be farmed in a normal
manner as a self-contained unit;

NRCS means the Natural Resources
Conservation Service of the United
States Department of Agriculture;

Participant means an owner or opera-
tor or tenant who has entered into a
contract;

Permanent vegetative cover means pe-
rennial stands of approved combina-
tions of certain grasses, legumes, forbs,
and shrubs with a life span of 10 or
more years, or trees;

Practice means a conservation or
water quality measure agreed to in the
conservation plan to accomplish the
desired program objectives.

Predominantly highly erodible field
means:

(i) Except as provided in paragraph
(ii) of this definition, a field in which
at least 662⁄3 percent of the land in such
field is highly erodible;

(ii) A field on which the participant
agrees to plant trees, as determined
necessary by the Deputy Administrator
to achieve overall program goals,
which is at least 331⁄3 percent highly
erodible land.

Soil Loss Tolerance (T) means the
maximum average annual soil loss
specified as a tolerance level for a soil
in the field office technical guide;

Technical assistance means the assist-
ance provided in connection with the
ECARP to owners or operators by a
representative of the Department in
classifying cropland, developing con-
servation plans, determining the eligi-
bility of land, and implementing and
certifying practices;

Useful life easement means a property
interest acquired by CCC pursuant to
this part in connection with a CRP
contract which requires the mainte-
nance of a practice for the useful life of
such practice which period shall be
specified by CCC to be 15 or 30 years de-
pending on the practice specified. Prac-
tices requiring such easement shall be
determined by the Deputy Adminis-
trator and shall include practices such
as: living snow fences, windbreaks,

shelterbelts, permanent wildlife habi-
tat, wildlife corridors and filterstrips
devoted to trees and shrubs. All such
easements as may be required shall be
in favor of the United States or CCC.
The granting of such an easement shall
be considered to meet the obligation of
the contract only if the easement is su-
perior to the rights of all other per-
sons;

Water cover means flooding of land by
water in order to develop or restore
shallow water areas for wildlife en-
hancement;

Wellhead means the actual location
of a well, as determined by CCC, for
water being drawn for public use from
the ground.

[56 FR 15985, Apr. 19, 1991, as amended at 61
FR 43945, Aug. 27, 1996]

§ 1410.4 Maximum county acreage.

Except for areas devoted to
windbreaks or shelterbelts after No-
vember 28, 1990, the maximum acreage
which may be placed in the ECARP
may not exceed 25 percent of the total
cropland in the county of which no
more than 10 percent of the cropland in
the county may be subject to an ease-
ment, unless CCC determines that such
action would not adversely affect the
local economy of the county. This re-
striction on participation shall be in
addition to any other restriction im-
posed by law.

§ 1410.5 Performance based upon ad-
vice or action of the Department.

The provisions of part 790 of this
title, as amended, relating to perform-
ance based upon the action or advice of
a representative of the Department
shall be applicable to this part.

§ 1410.6 Access to land under contract.
Any representative of the Depart-

ment, or designee thereof, shall have
the right of access to:

(a) land which is the subject of an ap-
plication for a program under this part,

(b) or land which is under contract or
otherwise subject to this part and shall
have the right to examine records, with
respect to such land for the purpose of
determining land classification and
erosion rates and for the purpose of de-
termining whether there is compliance
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